Introduction
The components of Using the carrageenan pleurisy model the potential involvement of interleukin-l(IL-1), a cytokine which is a known pro-inflammagen, 6 has been investigated. Among its many activities IL-1 can stimulate cells to induce synthesis of other cytokines, v increase activity of enzymes such as phospholipase A2, 8'9 and is responsible for the accumulation of neutrophils at the sites of inflammation. 1 The exact role of IL-1 in the inflammatory process induced by carrageenan is still unclear. The purpose of this study was to investigate the role of IL-1 and the IL-1 receptor antagonist in this model. 
Results
Time course: Figure 1A shows the response to carrageenan over a 24 h time course. Cell influx increased 13-fold from 1 x 107 cells/ml (30min) to 1.3 x 108 cells/ml (4 h) rhIL-lra: The rhIL-lra also maintained cell influx approximately midway between the saline and carrageenan controls ( Fig. 2A) The total number of cells recoverable from the pleural cavity at the end of 4h was 1.2 108 cells/ml, which is consistent with the cell influx reported 6 h after carrageenan administration. 2 IL-lfl levels were maximum at 1 h, preceding the maximal influx of cells. However, cells remained elevated for 24 h, by which time 1L-1 levels had returned to control. This observation suggests that IL-1 may play a role in attracting cells into the pleural cavity.
Since IL-1 was present in the pleural cavity, the possibility that the IL-1 receptor antagonist affected 
